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We have enjoyed an exceptional year on a number of fronts and the Club has continued to “promote 

and foster recreational and social activities amongst its members and permit non-members to visit 

the premises leased to it by the Bitou Municipality” as defined in the objects of the Constitution. 

 

FINANCES 

The ability of our club to continue to provide excellent facilities depends on generating sufficient 

income to cover our expenses, carefully controlling our expenditure and hopefully allowing our 

reserves to accumulate. Our results for 2017 have allowed us to achieve these objectives. 

In terms of income and expenditure, we enjoyed an exceptional year, however, it is important for 

members to appreciate that there will always be a number of financial challenges ahead for the club 

which include :- 

- Increasing costs due to inflation and the depreciation of the Rand. This is especially applicable to 

machinery and spare parts, fertilizer, etc. which are all imported 

- The seasonal nature of our income which is largely dependent on having good weather during 

the holiday season and the annual arrival of our “swallows”.  

- Decreasing membership and the limited pool of possible members in the Bitou area. 

- Expectations of staff in an inflation environment 

Our Treasurer, Mr. John Lloyd, will provide full details of the Club finances for the year ending 30 

June 2017. 

The budgeting process for the club requires a delicate balance between the demographics of the 

members, the continued requirement to provide first class facilities for the members and the control 

of expenditure. In this regard, I would like to pay a tribute to the Finance Committee chaired by John 

Lloyd, the Club General Manager Greg Phillips and his accounting/administration staff. 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

A problem that is being experienced by clubs around the country is a general decrease in club 

memberships and unfortunately this trend has also been apparent at Plettenberg Bay Country Club. 

We started the year with 1,403 members, however, by the end of July 2017 this had decreased to 

1,334 (golf 1,085, bowls 49, tennis 107 and social 93).  

Over the past 5 years, our membership has declined by 12%. Whilst this may not appear to be a 

large number, it is significant in terms of membership subscriptions and potential spend at the club. 

We have a limited “pool” of potential members in the area and the more “family orientated” and 

less expensive activities (e.g. cycling) are attracting the younger members of our community. 

Fortunately, there is a lot of building taking place in the town and despite the “normal” attrition, we 

have seen new members moving to this area. 



The smaller sections of our club (namely tennis, bowls and bridge) are very active and, whilst 

membership in declining, they are an important part of “the country club” experience. 

As Chairman, I would like to thank the committee and members of these sections for the works that 

they have done on their own to ensure the continued success and viability of these sections.  

TENNIS 

The tennis section has had a very busy and productive year with the renovations to the clubhouse 

and the advertising board fundraising drive. Whilst expenditure on the clubhouse renovations was 

outside of the budget, the finished product is excellent and the tennis section have done an amazing 

job of making up this over-expenditure. 

The tennis section is doing its best to attract new members however, it appears that tennis in the 

region is still struggling. It is pleasing to note that 13 youngsters from the club have achieved their 

Eden provincial tennis colours during the year. The section continues to provide players to compete 

in the Inter Provincials, the annual Craddock challenge and the scheduled matches against the 

neighbouring provinces. 

The development programme has continued during 2017 with the Development Kids from 

Phakamisani Primary School. On Friday afternoons 10 youngsters arrive for coaching by Dave Olson 

and Justin. Kit, equipment and transport is provided by the club.  

BOWLS 

The highlight of the year for the Bowls section was the hosting in April/May of the All Cape which is 

largest annual bowls tournament in the Cape Province. 

The committee and members, the green keeper, the Club Manager, etc., are all the be congratulated 

on a very successful tournament which in many ways raised the bar for the organisation of bowls 

tournaments in the region. 

Whilst membership of the bowls section continues to decrease, active efforts are made by all 

members to attract new players by offering specialised coaching, etc. 

The President of the bowls section has mentioned in his annual report that the normal ratio of 50 

members being required to justify one bowling green is highly distorted (we have 49 members and 2 

bowling greens) and the bowls section is subsidised by the golf club. The necessity of having 2 

separate bowling clubs in the town of Plettenberg Bay may need to be examined. 

BRIDGE 

The Bridge Club is thriving and continues to be a very active element with the club. They now 

average 13 tables on a Monday afternoon out of season – often going up to 15 tables (60 players). 

During the season (February and March) this increases to over 20 tables. The Bridge Club are 

anticipating problems in accommodating everyone for this coming season and are particularly 

pleased that several of the golfers have joined and are playing regularly. 

They have upgraded their computer scoring system and have just purchased a computerised dealing 

machine.  

They play in a league against Knysna and George with six matches per year and the A league has 

been very competitive and they won this league in 2013 and 2014. With one match still to be played, 



Plett A team are in the lead. The B side has improved with the growth of the club and are playing 

well.   

Each year the bridge club runs a team event to raise money for a local charity. This day is very 

popular and is usually fully subscribed with a waiting list. Players from Knysna, George and St Francis 

Bay attend. The recipient this year was Building the Walls community centre in New Horizons. 

GOLF 

Golf is the largest section of the country club and in most cases subsidises the activities and finances 

of the other sections, notably bowls and tennis. 

Despite the drought experienced this year, our members and visitors have really appreciated the 

improvements that continue to be carried out on the course and the excellent condition of the 

course and surrounds. The noteworthy efforts of Dave Porrill and his staff and the Greens 

Committee have been conveyed to all concerned. 

One of the highlights of the golfing calendar this year was the hosting of the South African Senior 

Open in April 2017. This event was well sponsored by the Bitou Municipality and was very well 

supported by the Senior golfing professionals in South Africa. The event was played over 4 days with 

the first 2 days being a “pro-am” format and the final 2 days being purely for the professionals. The 

SA Senior Championship was won by Mark McNulty. 

Concurrently with this championship, the organisers held a formal dinner in order to induct a 

number of personalities into the South African Golf Hall of Fame. 

This event brought an amazing amount of very good publicity to Plettenberg Bay and to Plettenberg 

Bay Country Club. The Bitou Municipality have undertaken to sponsor this event for 3 years. 

The season in terms of weather and the number of visitors playing golf was again excellent and this, 

together with the number of Swallows who have made Plett their “winter” home, resulted in a 

significant boost to the income of the club. In terms of rounds of golf played, the record books were 

again broken and we managed to achieve over 40,000 rounds during the year. 

For the coming season, the committee has continued with the “one tee” starts until 15th March 2017 

except for the traditional “club days” on Thursdays and Saturdays as these are the days when both 

our ladies and male golfers compete. 

The devastating fires which swept through Plettenberg Bay and Knysna in June have severely 

affected a number of our members to varying degrees. Fortunately, the club, equipment or course 

was not affected by the fires, although on several occasions, all of our equipment was moved to the 

18th fairway in case the fire spread to our workshops. 

Cliff Barnard, our Pro has continued to run our Golf Development Programme and gives tuition to 

around 16 youngsters from the previously disadvantaged communities on a Friday afternoon and he 

also arranges competitive golf for them. For this programme, the club provides transport, 

equipment, clothing and free use of the facilities. Playing golf is relatively expensive and it is often 

very difficult for these keen youngsters to continue playing. In view of this, a proposal will be made 

to subsidise some of these costs through the Chairman’s Fund. 

APPRECIATION OF THE COMMITTEE AND MEMBERS 

The old saying of “the club is only as good as its management and committee” is very true for 

Plettenberg Bay Country Club. The committee is elected by the members at the end of September 



each year and a lot of members are unaware of the time and effort that is put in by various 

members of the committee. 

Without going into detail, I would like to thank the whole committee and in particular the following 

:- 

- Firstly, our Club Manager, Greg Phillips and his staff who have been mentioned frequently in 

this report. I would also like to give a special thanks to his wife Darell who carries out a lot of 

work for the club which often goes unnoticed. 

- Basil Smith who has been on the committee for 10 years and whose portfolios include the 

House Committee (including the club house and surrounds) and Course Machinery. The golf 

course is only as good as its machinery and Basil, with his many years of farming and building 

experience, together with Greg Phillips and the staff of the workshop have achieved amazing 

success with the planning and maintenance of our machines 

- Dave Haysom and his Greens Committee who have achieved an incredible amount this year 

with the layout and condition of the course. These improvements have been appreciated by all 

who play golf. 

- Gill Norgarb and the Ladies Golf Committee who continue to run and very active and successful 

Ladies Golf Section. 

- John Lloyd, our Treasurer, who spends many hours on a monthly basis ensuring that the club’s 

finances remain healthy. 

- I would also like to thank the other members of the committee for their time, efforts and 

contributions – a lot of work goes on behind the scenes. 

-     

In conclusion, we, the members of Plettenberg Bay Country Club are extremely blessed to have an 

amazing facility within 5 minutes’ drive of our residences. 

As always, there are things to be done and improvements to be made, however, I believe that the 

Club is in very good shape to handle and deal with the challenges ahead. 

 

   


