
PLETTENBERG BAY COUNTRY CLUB 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2019 

I have great pleasure in presenting a review of the state of the Plettenberg Bay Country Club for the year 
ended 30th June 2019. 

Finances. 

Our financial positon is at present satisfactory and the Treasurer has provided details in his report. 

Briefly – 

 Total Income R16 989 000 
 Total expenditure R16 343 000 
 Surplus for the year R645 000 
 Total cash on hand R9 000 000 with unencumbered cash being R5 250 000 (2018 R2 843 000) 

This surplus cash is after the completing the bunker programme and the refurbishment to the Managers 
house. 

While our cash reserves continue to improve, we are still need to take notice of the parlous state of the 
economy. The need to replace expensive machinery and equipment is now overdue. 

Like most clubs, the membership is under pressure as a result of the protracted ‘no growth’ of the SA 
economy. 

The unstable Rand continues to be of major concern with regard to the cost of spares, fuel and fertiliser. 

Bridge. 

This section continues to grow and function extremely well. 

A second bridge section is now also meeting regularly at the bowling club. 

Bowls. 

The membership of the bowls section has been stable for the past year, and the financial result for this 
section is now showing a surplus (2019 R14 660: 2018 R2 364 loss). The bowls committee have done a good 
job in reversing the past trend.  

Congratulations to Roger Wright for being re-elected as President. 

While nothing is certain, I have met with the President of the ‘town’ club to discuss and explore the 
possibility of a merger in the future. 

Tennis. 

The tennis section has again had a positive financial result and the fruits of the committee in raising funds 
must be applauded.  

The overspend on the clubhouse upgrade has, thanks to the hard work of Carey Maclean and her team, 
been recouped in full.  

We continue to making a provision for the resurfacing of the tennis courts which provision now stands at 
R72 000.  

The tennis section continues to coach underprivileged children in accordance with our development 
programme. The club provides rackets, balls, clothing and transport. 

A special thanks to Freddie Menzies who for the past several years has brought and donated tennis court 
nets ex Wimbledon for the club.  

 



Golf. 

The club continues to get wonderful comments and praises for being an outstanding golf course and for 
being super friendly. Thanks must go to all of the staff, including the pro-shop staff; through their efforts, 
we can compete with the many estate courses that have far larger budgets. 

Our tireless Rodney Gray, needs a special mention and thanks  - for the many hours he has spent on and off 
the course ensuring that we get the best.   

Rodney’s 2 year term as captain has come to an end, and I welcome Nico Westraad as the club’s new 
captain – Nico, please be assured of my and the committees’ full support. Congratulations to Barbi May for 
being re-elected as ‘Ladies captain.  

Barbi, together with her committee have done an amazing job and Plett can be proud of our strong and 
active ladies section. 

In October we hosted the 2nd South African Senior Professional golf tournament which was successfully 
defended by Mark McNulty.   

In my interaction with some of the professionals, the common consensus was how good the course was – 
in fact one of the compliments was that the course was presented to world class standards. 

In May we hosted the country Districts tournament run by GolfRSA and again the praise for the course was 
exceptional. 

I want to thank our members for giving up their course for these events.  

The benefit to members is difficult to quantify, but suffice it to say that the goodwill and publicity was 
priceless and the revenue received was in excess of R300 000 more than the clubs normal income for these 
periods. 

We will be hosting the 3rd and final South African Senior Professional golf tournament from the 22nd 
October. 

Our grounds-staff has throughout the year presented us with a course which we can be proud. We have 
received many compliments on the condition of the course.  

Dave Porrill and his team must be congratulated for a job well done.  

Perhaps few realise that they cut in excess of 5 million square meters of grass each year, often in the dark. 
With 40 000 rounds of golf and an unfortunate percentage of golfers who don’t repair divots or pitch marks 
and don’t rake bunkers, the work they do is impressive. 

Golf development programme.  

The development programme continues to grow and now has 18 children, 5 who have now have official 
handicaps and participate in Southern Cape order of merit tournaments. 

Congratulations to Kyle McCullum for winning his division at the Kingswood Junior Open and to 
Ernestaycha Minnaarfor winning her division at the Plett Junior open. 

Thanks go to Cliff Barnard and Ernest Cedras for driving this initiative. 

Also to all members who donate equipment for these youngsters and to Seeff Properties our main sponsor, 
a big thank you. 

 

Members’ concerns. 

We are slowly addressing the concerns of members which were identified in the survey carried out 18 
months ago. These are being dealt with as funds become available. 

 



To date – 

 Bunker drainage, liner and sand rebuild – completed 
 An additional Marshall has been appointed and training is on-going. 
 Tee areas are being upgraded, enlarged and reshaped. 
 Baboon proof bins have been installed 
 Gardens and alien trees are being worked on 

  

 Succession Planning.

As mentioned before, the PBCC has grown remarkably over the past 40 years and it was decided that it is 
 time to strengthen management to cope with all of the demands, regulatory as well physical. 

 This being important for succession planning.

While we have budgeted for an assistant manager for the past 4 years, the committee took the decision in 
May that the club does not need to fill this position full time and that a half day assistance in the kitchen 

 and housekeeping would suffice. 

The position of Assistant Manager has therefore been abandoned.  

 In my opinion a very big mistake.

 Driving Range

 There has always been talk of a driving range but there was never a budget available for the project.

We have lost out on a number of National tournaments due to lack of practice facilities which is why we 

created the practice tee behind 9
th

 to ensure that we were able to tender for the Country Districts 
 tournament. 

When tendering for tournaments like this the organisers looked at the lack of a range and declined 
 (Nomads Nationals, etc.)

A lot of players do not practice here as there is no practice range and playing down the 1
st

 is not always an 
 option.

 A range will allow players to practice and to warm up before their game.

We have been made an incredible offer by 2 of our members to finance the building of a range ‘no financial 
 cost or risk’ to members

 As the available land leased by the club is limited, we have had to think outside of the box.

At this point in time, while we are investigating 3 options, the full details are unfortunately not yet available 
 to present to members'.

Once available, we will communicate them to Members’ for comment and input, where after a final 
 presentation will be made at a Special General Meeting for approval.

I must emphasise that the proposed project will not go ahead or be approved until all the processes 
 outlined have been completed.

 Please be patient as the process has to be thorough.

Municipal Boreholes. 

Thanks to the efforts of the manager, the ground around the boreholes has been restored and is no longer 
an eyesore. 

 



Sponsors 

We are extremely fortunate to have members and companies who sponsor so many of the things that we 
all benefit from. 

 While the list is too long to mention them all, I must single out –

•  Seeff Plettenberg Bay
•  Plett Build It
•  Van Loveren Wines
•  Helen Melon
•  Duncan Brown of Beacon-Isle Kwikspar and Tops

 A huge thank you to all.

 The end of an era

After serving 10 years on the committee Basil Smith is not seeking re-election. Basil has been instrumental 
in ensuring our water security and the overall supervision of machinery which has resulted in great savings 

 to the club. He has also looked after our clubhouse and buildings.

Basil, I want to thank you for your time and contribution to the club, but be assured we will call on you for 
 assistance going ahead.

 THANK  YOU BASIL.

Finally. 

The Country Club and the facilities are as good as they are only through the hard work and passion of the 
staff, the committee and the members.  
 
I would like to give particular thanks to – 
 
The Management and staff led by Greg Philips in providing us with a superb facility, excellent service often 

 going beyond expectations.
 Cliff Barnard and the Pro shop team – for their efficient and super friendly service.

To Rodney Gray, Barbie May, Pete Henderson & Rodger Wright – for the efficient management of their 
 sub sections.

The entire Committee - for their input and support. 
 
The past 2 years as Chairman have been challenging, enjoyable, frustrating and not without controversy, 
but it has been a privilege to serve the club. 
 
So my biggest thank you is to all of our members who support the club and have made it one of the 
friendliest clubs in the country.   

 

John Lloyd           
Chairman. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 


