
                                     

PHYSICAL Unit 8 • Ferndale Mews North • 355 Oak Avenue • Ferndale • 2194  ; POSTAL P.O. Box 65303 •  Benmore • 2010 

PHYSICAL The Momentum Golf Village • De Beers Avenue • Somerset West • 7130  ; POSTAL P.O. Box 2285 •  Somerset West • 7129  

L +27 11 781 371  E admin@golfrsa.com  W www.golfrsa.com 
 

CHAIRMAN J.P. Rupert DIRECTORS J. Mabuza • M. Gondwe • D. Hayes • K. Walker • C. Rayner (Ms) • N. Agherdien • S. Braude (Ms) • M. Saaiman •  

M. Ngoasheng • C.Moorgas   

CEO G. Hepburn 

NON-PROFIT COMPANY – REG NO 2016/185236/08 

 

 

 

 
GolfRSA STATEMENT  
 
8 June 2020 
 
GolfRSA has today received an official reprimand from the Ministry of Sports, Arts and Culture 
following certain golf estates and facilities opening up for golf last week and this past weekend.  
 
According to the official letter from the Department of Sports, Arts and Culture, “the opening of these 
facilities is in direct contravention of Regulations 37 (1) (e) read with 39 (2) (b) of government’s 
Alert Level 3 Regulations.” 
 
“Hence, the contravention of the above Regulations, in terms of Regulation 48 constitutes an offence, 
which may amount to a fine or imprisonment,” the statement continues. 
 
The actions of these estates and facilities has potentially put the reopening of the entire golf 
industry at risk.   
 
In the letter, the Department wished to place on record their “appreciation for various engagements with 
GolfRSA as we chart the way forward for a return to play for the sports sector”.   
 
The fruitful discussions between the delegation for Golf and DSAC have been amicable and progressive. 
We have established a high level of mutual trust and the Minister, Director General and the team at the 
Department has been open and proactive in terms of working towards solutions for the safe return of 
Golf and other non-contact sports.   
 
In a statement on Friday 5th June, GolfRSA communicated that we were days away from an 
announcement regarding the decision relating to the return of golf. GolfRSA also warned that actions of 
golfers and clubs demonstrating defiance of the regulations could negatively impact this announcement.   
 
The behaviour of a small minority of golf clubs and golfers over the past few days is a direct threat to 
the reopening of the golf industry, undoing the good work done by the delegation of golf over this period.  
 
In the official letter, the Department acknowledged that it “fully understands the impact that the pandemic 
is having on Golf and the sporting sector as a whole”. The letter requests GolfRSA to notify golfers 
and clubs to “desist from resuming golf activities until such time as the directions are gazetted 
and the details therein are complied with”. 
 
GolfRSA does not condone the opening of any golf facilities before the department gazettes the official 
regulations and we sincerely hope these actions have not put the reopening of the golf industry at risk. 
 
We have yet to make an official statement in terms of an actual date for golf’s return and we request 
that golfers treat any communication from outside agencies with caution, as there are many misleading 
communications from clubs, as well as posts doing the rounds on social media.  
 
GolfRSA and the SA golfing bodies urgently appeal to all golf facilities in South Africa not to 
jeopardise Golf’s positive position. Please comply with the current Alert Level 3 Regulations and 
exercise good conduct as we cross the final hurdle. 
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